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3E0VSST FOR REC QNSIPERATION OF THE FINAL rejecttom 



Sir: 



In the final office action dated March 1, 2000, the examiner 
allowed claims 3 through 5 and 7 through 9, rejected claim 10 
under 35 USC 102(b) as being anticipated by either the Presto 
manual (ref. AU) or O'Bannon, and rejected claims 10 through 13 
under 35 USC 103(a) as unpatentable over the Presto manual in 
view of Hoover et al. and Rauh. 

Claim 10, which is the only independent claim among claims 
10 through 13, recites a household opening appliance comprising 
an electric can opener having a housing and a scissors holder on 
the housing capable of releasably retaining a scissors on the 
housing. The prior art which the examiner asserts to fully 
anticipate claim 10 does not show a scissors holder on a can 
opener housing. To supply this lack of disclosure, the examiner 
argues that a "horizontal projection on the Presto device Hauld 
function to hold shear? " and that a "sharpener on the O'Bannon 
device V°ma fynsUon %g h$\A ^f^n? ." (emphasis added) Counsel 
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observes that the examiner was not so bold as to state that the 
Presto and the O'Bannon devices included scissors holders. In 
thlo oAAt , it la evident that the references do not show • key 

element of claim 10, a scissors holder, and that the references 
do not anticipate the opening appliance of claim 10. The only 
evidence of a scissors holder on a can opener on the record is 
applicant's own disclosure. The examiner's suggestion to the 
contrary appears to be based purely on hindsight, no other basis 
having been given, and the rejection of claim 10 under Section 
102(b) should be withdrawn. 

As for the rejection of claims 10 through 13, the secondary 
references provide no suggestion for the scissors holder on a can 
opener that is missing from the Presto manual- Hoover teaches 
that a scissors may be attached to a vehicle dashboard or to a 
seat belt buckle, not to a can opener. Rauh's combination shears 
and bottle opener is of no relevance. Lacking more pertinent 
prior art, the examiner is urged to withdraw the rejections of 
claims 10 through 13. 

Favorable action is requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Roger S. Dybvig 
Registration Ho. 19,319 
22 Green Street 
Dayton, Ohio 45402 
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